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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This rqjort is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



3, This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citaUons and explanations supporting such stat^ent p oi appuuauuuy. 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
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International application No, 

PCT/FR2003/000687 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
1^ the description: 

pages 1.17 



, filed witti the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



as originally filed 



1-13 



_ > as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 06 October 2003 (06,10.2003) 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 



pages 



, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



. , filed with tiie letter of 



. , as originally filed 



filed wifli tfie letter of 



filed with the demand 



These elements were available or flmiished to this Authority fa the foUowing Cguage which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

Si'ss^P" ^ P"^'^ of international prelmnnary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

pTWexl.^i[irrS^^^^^^ in fl.e fatemational application, the fatemational 

p contained in the international application in written foim 

L filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

L_ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

L fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

Ji.SS.*'* ''^'^'^ '^"^"^ '^^^"^ ^ listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 

**^''y'^l«<>^sheetcontatningsuchamendmentsm^be^^ 
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International application No. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
Claim 1: 

Novelty and inventive step; 

Document US-A-4 463 291, which is the closest available 
prior art, describes a linear actuator as per the preamble 
of claim 1. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from this prior art 
in that a separate reversible reduction device is 
associated with the drive means for converting the rotary 
movement of the rotor into linear movement. In accordance 
with the aim of the invention, the association of a 
separate reversible reduction device with resilient and/or 
magnetic return means for systematically returning the 
controlled member to a reference position in the event of 
motor power failure, contributes to providing an actuator 
that has a brushless multiphase electric motor with very 
low detent torque. 

Document US-A-4 553 056 describes a linear actuator in 
which a reduction device is associated with the actuator 
motor. However, it would not be obvious to combine these 
two documents. It follows that the subject matter of 
FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (Januaiy 1994) 
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Claim 1 fulfils the requirements of novelty and inventive 
step set forth in PCT Article 33(2) and 33(3). 

Dependent claims 2-13 relate to advantageous embodiments 
of the linear actuator as per claim 1. 

Industrial applicability; 

The industrial applicability of the linear actuator as per 
claims 1 to 13 is obvious. 
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